6z           EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
undertaken in a serious spirit which precludes waste of time
and of materials. In reading these suggestions we are
reminded of the Ursuline chapel at Amiens (a convent
founded in 1616), made famous by the embroideries and
tapestries designed and executed by the nuns.
The directions for those who give elementary instruction
in the three R's are based upon the very important principle
that the process of learning is in itself of interest to the child.
The Montessorians would be in agreement with the
Ursuline preoccupation to grade difficulties, but not to
smooth them over. No attempt is made to envelop in
some artificial enjoyment the mechanical effort necessary for
the elementary work but, by individual teaching and care-
fully supervised practice, the child is to learn and to take
pleasure in learning. " Do not help the children," says
the HJglemens, " let them find things out for themselves."
Thus by easy stages, from spelling books and prepared
dictionaries, the children progress towards correct ortho-
graphy : from games with counters they learn to add,
subtract, and keep accounts.1
When the Ursuline schools were first established, the
nuns appear to have taught the children to read and write
in Latin before making them study French, but either the
influence of Port Royal or, more likely, their own experi-
ence, made them see the advantage of giving most import-
ance to the mother-tongue. The nuns did not have to go
far afield to seek either new methods or new textbooks for
language study, as it was already the matter of a well-
established tradition. Memorising and carefully graded oral
1 Le Calcttl at< Jtt was a regular object-lesson, the nuns having had coins made
to represent both French and foreign money. The children played shops with
these in a manner that would please the modem Froebel teachers. The original
use of the Jetotu approximated more to the Montessori methods and was devised
to teach place-value. See Madams de Sainte-Bewe et hs \3rsttlinesde Paris, p. 384.